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Thank you to 
Paul Fisher and 
Bob Mclethchie 
for all the 
amazing photos 
you see in this 
issue. They 
spent most of the 
weekend at the 
show connected 
to their cameras. 

STEC Rally Round up is published annually. The views and 
opinions expressed in this publication are those of the 
individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Somerset Traction Engine Club. 
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Editorial 
Keith Reynolds 

This year seems to have gone very fast and I have really enjoyed all 
my bits involved in the club and rally. I especially enjoyed running the 
show PR this year, the extra support we get from the local community 
in promoting the show is amazing. It was our first year we did some 
paid advertising on facebook and this worked really well, but I could 
really do with some advice so if anyone out there is an expert in 
advertising on facebook I would love to hear from you. 
A massive thank you also must go to Andy Bennet from the BBC who 
did his radio show from the field and really spread the word about the 
show. 
The details of the AGM are in the rally round up so come along meet 
everyone for a drink, share your opinions and help steer the club. 
I will also be on hand to take your membership fees.  
If you know people that enjoy the show but are not members please 
encourage them to join. 
The highlight of this year’s event for me was our little show before the 
Wimborne St Giles Fire Engine.  In my opinion this is the exact thing 
clubs should be about: someone comes up with a crazy idea at fairly 
near the last minute then a group of people work hard to achieve a 
goal that is just about having fun. 18 club members were involved in 
the sketch. I feel this truly defines a club like ours and what the show 
is about which is a group of friends putting huge amounts of time and 
effort to create this amazing fun environment, not because we need 
to for money or pressure but because we enjoy spending time with 
friends and having a giggle. 

See you on the Rally field. 
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Chairmans Report 
Andy Melrose 
Dear Friends 

Here we are again nearing the end of another summer 
season of preservation events. I have been fortunate to 
attend some excellent shows again this and the weather 
has generally been favourable. It is very difficult for me to 
compare our Club event with others, because I find it hard 
to judge our event as one involved ‘looking out’ rather than 
as a exhibitor at other events ‘looking in’, but thanks to our 
hardworking committee, and the support of so many 
exhibitors I really do believe that we put on a great value 
for money family event. 

It is too early to have a accurate picture of the financial 
success of the 2019 Somerset Steam and Country Show- 
our treasurer is working hard to complete the accounts – 
but I can tell you that our expenditure was higher than last 
year, while the income from public entry was lower  on 
Saturday, but similar on Sunday. This may well result in a 
disappointing financial result- we shall see! All this just 
highlights the fact that although I hope and believe that we 
put on a well organised and entertaining event we must 
keep a careful check on the cost of running the show – or 
somehow increase the income. 
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Extra attractions may well help to attract more visitors, but 
they are very expensive, so the committee are always 
reluctant to commit to this, particularly baring in mind the 
effect the weather can have. Anyway, we have an excellent 
range of interesting exhibits attending which we believe can 
do as much to entertain as any ‘bought in ‘attraction. A 
good example is the Wimborne St Giles Fire display which 
always draws spectators to the ring. I believe that we really 
need exhibitors to become more involved in entertaining 
and involving the public. The problem is that when you 
invite people to a event you become in involved in the 
‘entertainment’ business- to us walking round looking at 
lines of machinery may be interesting but to them, ’when 
you’ve have seen one Steam Engine -for example- you’ve 
seen them all’ -unless they are doing something interesting. 

We are doing all we can to demonstrate all our exhibits to 
their best advantage, but we do need the help and 
cooperation of all exhibitors, many of whom are Club 
members, as well as extra help with organising displays.  
Above all, we need any ideas of ways in which you feel your 
exhibit can add something special to the event. 

If you have any ideas which you believe may help to improve 
our event, please speak to any committee member- or 
consider joining us on the committee and really get 
involved! 

Thanks to all who helped to make this this year’s event 
possible – your hard work is much appreciated. 

Andy Melrose 

Chairman STEC 
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Friday Road Run 
As usual the road run was a great success with exhibits stopping 
at Yandles wood Yard in Martock and then on to Harry’s cider. It 
was great to see so many exhibits out on the road from apple 
pickers to steam engines.
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Abbey Hill 
Keith Reynolds  
We had not been with the waggon 
since Mark Fry had taken over the 
steam section he had invited the 
Sentinel Drivers Club along so we 
thought we would go along with 9032. 
Saturday morning arrived and it was 
time for a road run. I had been out the 
week before and prepared a route of 
about 30 miles stopping at an old mill 
for a bite to eat. The problem was I got 
a bit carried away in search of nice 
scenery and industrial architecture.  

The photo show 9032 going through the only pre- railway road 
tunnel in the country still in use coming out of Beaminster. To say 
the route was rather hilly was a bit of an understatement, but it was 
an excellent run with some great scenery. But after a long road the 
night before it was rather too much for the boys in blue. HMS 
Sultan choosing their own less hilly shorter route.  
A great run was had and at the mill the three waggons sat together 
showed just how much the waggon works changed production in 
just 4 years. 
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Abbey Hill was the first show out for Ralph 
Cookes S4 now in the ownership of Jerry 
Darch. He has done an excellent job 
having the original Fremlins livery put back 
on. This was done in 1956 for the Suez 
crisis and will now act as a brilliant record 
of the critical role  Sentinels played in this 
part of our history. 
This was also the first time out for our club 
president Nick Baker’s new Ruston 
agricultural. 
This is a lovely engine with some real poke 
but the 4 shaft layout mean the flywheel 
spins towards the steersman so Keith will 
be rather dirtier than he used to be. 
A brilliant time was had by all at Abbey Hill, 
so a big thank you to the show for making 
us feel so welcome especially Mark Fry 
the steam steward.
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Cars

The que of pre war cars lined up in the special area really gave a 
glimpse back at pre war traffic jam but a rather posh one.
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Commercials

This display really 
highlighted to me 
that I never get to 
see all of the show. 
Jon Stedham with 
his 1960 Austin 
series 3 and 
brilliant side show 
of displays was 
something that I 
never saw at the 
show but was 
brilliant. 
The commercial 
section was really 
well represented 
with all era and 
types covered.
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Walker Family 
This father and son team are at the show every year dragging 
the same old caravan out the hedge each year. With over 9 
exhibits at the show they make multiple trips in and out of the 
show and I think  are a real example of what the show is all 
about. A big thank you must go out to them.
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Mike Mitchell 
On behalf of the whole committee I would like give a massive 
thank -you to Mike. Not only for bringing along his excellent 
collection of tractors to this years show, but when the weather 
got bad during the show setup Mike helped get some of the big 
stuff in.
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Other Sections
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Motorcycle Section

Peter Angell


This year saw our usual great mix of bikes with 
road, trials and scrambles machines on display. The 
road bikes varied from a 1922 Royal Enfield with 
sidecar to a 1970's Ariel 3  3 wheeler moped. We 
had several pre and WW2 bikes, special thanks to 
Andrew Hart for his 1942 Matchless G3L military 
machine complete with Andrew in uniform. 
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The display of bicycles 
is growing each year. 
This year's display 
included rare Victorian 
and Edwardian cycles 
plus WW2 folding 
paratrooper bikes.


Thanks also to Roger 
Oaten for 
commentating on the 
bikes in the arena; a 
great help!
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Show Report  
Stuart Cook 
Our theme this year was to do what we could to mark the 
75th anniversary of the Normandy Landings. However, this 
momentous event of the 20th Century involved thousands of 
military vehicles and personnel descending onto beaches on 
the northern coast of France, so it was neither in Somerset, 
in the countryside, nor powered by steam. So, what could we 
do for the Somerset Steam and Country Show? Plenty, in 
fact. The Westcountry played a major role during war and 
during the build up to D-Day, as many other parts of the 
country did. Farming and food production was needed more 
than ever as the island became isolated to any imported 
goods. As well as tractors of the time working in the fields of 
Somerset, steam engines would have been pressed back 
into service and needed more than ever at this crucial time.



                                               STEC Rally Round Up 2019

�21

It was great to be able to pick out the Fordson Standard 
tractors for special attention this year as this modest (and 
occasionally frustrating) tractor summed up Britain’s desperate 
manufacturing during the war. At it’s inception, it wasn’t given 
much thought and was passed around the factories before 
eventually ending up at Dagenham where the workers were 
having to put it together with whatever they could find. 
Compare a pre-war vehicle to one built during the war and you 
can see that vehicles were subject to rationing of their own!  
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Thankfully, in the 21st Century we are getting better at 
recognising and celebrating the work and roles that women 
played in our history. As well as picking out the Fordson 
tractors, we also remembered those who would have been 
operating them during the war. We are very grateful to those 
that dressed as Land Girls and especially thankful to Lisa Heard 
who was not only dressed as a Land Girl, but also driving her 
Standard in our wartime pageant. As with the 2018 show, we try 
to give everyone an image of what that vintage or classic 
vehicle would have looked like in it’s working life and nothing 
does that more than showing the people behind those vehicles. 
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Those extra details to an exhibit make such a difference. Jim 
Huntley’s War Department signs to go with the “blackout” 
lamps were fantastic. Again, these little details and efforts by 
our exhibitors make the planning of these themes each year 
so worthwhile. (Jim was of course appropriately dressed 
himself with his Warden helmet. That man has headwear for 
every occasion). The two road rollers in War Department 
livery together in our pageant on the final afternoon could 
have easily been a scene from crews building the airfields 
across the country, such as Westonzoyland. 
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It was then great to mix up the pageant with a few other 
vehicles that would have been sharing the country lanes as 
preparations for D-Day started to ramp up. There was an 
enormous influx of American military into the countryside 
and we were able to involve the Willys Jeeps we had in 
attendance into the pageant. This was all about trying to 
give the spectators an idea of how even the rural parts of the 
country would have been touched by war. There are many 
stories about the “Friendly Invasion” of American troops in 
the English countryside. 
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Not so much an invasion as an absolute necessity, but our 
number of ‘evacuees’ participating in the theme also reminded 
everyone of that other role the countryside would have played 
during the war. It’s hard to think that many of these children 
would have no idea what the countryside was, on top of waving 
goodbye to their Mums and Dads and not knowing when or if 
they would see them again. Again, it is incredible to think that 
this was all happening in Britain only 75 years ago. 
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The cherry on top of our tribute to the Somerset countryside 
during the war was seeing the 1905 Burrell “King 
Sedgemoor” back together with the Foden threshing drum it 
would have worked during it’s lifetime for Heard Bros of 
nearby Westonzoyland. These two exhibits would have been 
literally working together in the Somerset countryside, 
assisting in the war effort with food production, 75 years 
ago. The other special connection is that King Sedgemoor, as 
it was known from 1974, attended the first rally of the 
Somerset Traction Engine Club when held at Walford Cross, 
winning second prize! (“Perseverance the Second” won first 
prize, for those asking!) 
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We like to try something different with our ring parades 
and the wartime pageant certainly felt a success. The 
brilliant soundtrack of Chamberlain and Churchill 
speeches, and the defiant music of the day, put together 
by Kev Cook, was another sense added to the scene. The 
War Department rollers, the Land Girls and their Fordsons, 
the U.S. military, and the ever-present farmers 
represented by the Heard Bros. Contractors, was our effort 
at a tribute to that time in our recent past.
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The pageant was 
appropriately closed with a 
short service of 
remembrance by our Parish 
vicar, Rev. Jess Pitman. 
Being from a farming 
background herself, Jess 
will always ensure we 
recognise and remember 
the efforts and sacrifices of 
all during those dark days, 
that allow us to have the 
days like we do, 75 years 
on. 
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Tractors
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Somerset Traction Engine Club  
Amateur Dramatics Society 
Keith Reynolds 

At the meeting before the rally Andrew Melrose came up 
with the idea of putting on a bit of a show before the 
Wimborne St Giles fire engine.  

Cast 
Theatrical director and Set design - Andrew Melrose 
Stage director -Mathew Martin 
Sound Engineer-Stuart Cook 
Steam Engine Driver 1 -Rich Phillips 
PC Plod - Keith Reynolds 
Naughty Robber - Father Patrick 
Land Girl 1- Katie Ball 
Land Girl 2 - Charlotte Ball 
Urchin 1- 
Urchin 2- 
Urchin 3- 
Urchin handler- Tracey Phillips 
Stars of the show - The Wimborne St Giles Fire engine. 
Fireman No1- Owen Cook 
Fireman No2- Plum 
Fireman N03 -Dan Ball 

As our first performance approached there was much 
discussion how the sketch would be run and it was decided as 
we were all such natural actors to allow for creative freedom 
( have not scripts and cuff it) 
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Margaret enters 
ring and is 
stopped by the 
diligent PC plod

The robber escapes from the 
trailer the children tell PC Plod 
and they all give chase.

Naughty robber 
sets fire to the 
straw house.
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PC Plod with the help of 
the children captures the 
robber.  The fire Alarm is 
raised


Wimborne St Giles Fire engine 
to the Rescue (right pic cover of 
Mendip Times) Fire is 
extinguished

Type to enter text

We had brilliant fun doing this and it was great to get 
so many people involved: we’d better get thinking for 
next year!
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The People
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STEC

AGM

Notice is herby given that the Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) of the 
Somerset Traction Engine Club will be 
held on Saturday 19th October 2019 at 


The Old Pound Inn, 

Aller 


TA10 0RA

7.30 for 8.00pm Start


Buffet will be provided after meeting.

The nominations and items for agenda 
must be received by the secretary no 

later than 14 days prior to the meeting. 
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STEC Xmas Meal 
Tuesday 17th December  
7.30 for 8pm 
Poachers Pocket,  
Shepton Mallet,  
BA4 4PY 
All those wishing to attend please book in 
with Margaret Goold details above

Secretary:  
Margaret 
Goold 

12 Whitebrook Lane, Camerton, 
Bath. BA2 0PN 
Tel: 01761 470867.    
Email: 
gooldfamily@btinternet.com

Editor and 
Membership 
Secretary: 
Keith 
Reynolds

Virginia cottage, Upper Vobster, 
Radstock, Somerset. BA3 5SA 
Tel: 07739120853.    
Email: ewaota@hotmail.co.uk
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17th-19th July 2020


