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STEC 2018 Rally Round Up  Newsletter is published annually. The views 

and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual 

contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Somerset 

Traction Engine Club. 
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Editorial 
Keith Reynolds 

Well, another rally has passed and there is no doubt the show 
was a massive success and I for one really enjoyed it. I think 
the more involved I get with the logistics and the running of it, 
the more I enjoy it. The team that put on the show have a real 
laugh and this year it was summed up perfectly as we sat 
together having the post-clear up Chinese, where Father Patric 
said the most enthralling and beautiful grace summarising the 
week of events. I will not try to repeat it here, but invite you as 
club members to join us next year in a brilliant week of 
teamwork and experience it for yourself. 

Thank you to all those who helped me put this years' newsletter 
together, especially to Stuart and Andy for their parts. Thank 
you to Paul Fisher and Bob Mcletchie who took most of the 
pictures you see in this rally round up. I feel between them they 
have really captured the spirit of the show. 

My other new role in the club is sorting out the GDPR policy. 
For the club this is not too bad, but for the rally it is quite difficult 
as we can only send an entry form for next years show to 
those who filled out the form to give permission. To stop any 
problems, we are going to ensure entry forms are up on the 
website straight after Christmas. If you, as members, hear 
anyone saying they haven't had an entry form for the show, 
please ask them to download one off the website or give us a 
ring.  We really want all our exhibits to keep coming and 
enjoying the show. 

If you haven't already renewed, please fill out the membership 
form and send me a cheque or bank transfer, or see me at the 
AGM. 

See you on the Rally Field. 

Keith 
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Chairman’s Report 

Andy Melrose 

I've said it before, and I'll say it again! 
You just can't beat the weather - but 
of course this year there was really 
no contest with ideal conditions from 
start to finish. This must be a big 
factor in producing what may well be 
a record attendance. I do remember 
some years in the past when 
conditions were similar but 
attendance was disappointing - our 
answer was "oh well they all went to 
the coast"....  They didn't this year - 
perhaps this is a encouraging sign? I 
like to think so. 

With no weather or similar issues to keep me occupied, for the 
first time ever I got involved with helping Matt Martin (our ring 
marshal and also this year our tractor steward) A few changes to 
ring events had been suggested by the committee so I thought 
that I had better give a hand to try to make these work. I must 
admit that for 40 ish years I have taken very little interest in ring 
events either as a helper, exhibitor or spectator so the learning 
curve was quite steep! 

When the public arrive they walk past the trade, stationary 
engines , might a make a diversion to the tractor pulling (if it is 
running) pass the children's area (always a winner with families) 
then make their way to the ring- and what they see there varies 
greatly!  I think that our public want to be entertained , informed 
and educated ( probably in that order) and this is why the main 
ring needs to be our showcase.  
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The commentary is important of course. Here we are very 

fortunate to have Andrew Semple - simply the best commentator 

that you could have at any preservation event. With the addition 

of Jack Ayland at his side there is not much that we can do to 

improve that. 

Changes to the ring programme were partly to do with this year's 

Edwardian theme and the Blessing of the Plough - Stuart Cook's 

ideas supported by Keith  Reynolds, and both a welcome 

change to the usual parades. Not that there is anything wrong 

with parades - but there is a problem. Over 200 tractors moving 

at a slow walking pace looks to the general public very like 200 

tractors parked in a line which they may have noticed earlier, 

and not easy for the commentator to make entertaining. 

Similarly, a line of Steam Engines in the ring just looks exactly 

the same as the line which they saw earlier- and of course the 

same applies to all other sections. Not that I am criticising 

exhibitors - but it is up to us, the committee, to find ways to 

display  exhibits to their best advantage. We've made a start and 

what we have tried to do has had excellent support from 

exhibitors and good feedback from our visitors. 

So what was the best display in the ring this year?  The St Giles 

fire display !  Visitors around the ring applauded  every time, and 

many said that they would make a point of seeing later 

performances. And what was so good about them? Just sheer 

professionalism- thanks to John McDermott and his team for 

great entertainment. 

And the worst? Nothing . Times when despite all the efforts of 

the Ring Marshall and his team the ring was empty with nothing 

for the public to see. They soon move on to look at something 

else and usually don't come back- to be avoided at all costs! 
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You may say "why should we be bothered about all this 
entertainment, information and education" I suppose it depends 
what you think may happen to the preservation movement in 
the next 50 years. With environmental concerns -emissions air 
pollution etc - becoming more of an issue, not to mention 
Health and Safety regulations, I  believe that we need all the 
public support that we can get.  

If we can make our visitors aware of the historic importance of 
our exhibits and the cultural value of the preservation 
movement this can only help. 

I hope all this doesn't seem negative- it is certainly not intended 
to be. It was a privilege to be involved with a excellent event 
made possible by a hard working committee, helpers and 
exhibitors, and particularly Owen and Karen Cook, owners of 
the site and our greatest supporters for the last 40 years. 

Andy Melrose 

Chairman. STEC 

 

Somerset Traction Engine Club New Year’s 

Day Road Run, Jan 1st 2019 

Sedgemoor Auction Centre, near Bridgwater, Somerset, on A38. 

Close to Junction 24 on M5. (Head towards Taunton on A38). Gates 

open at 9.00am, run starts 11.30. Long and short route details 

available if required. Indoor market and refreshments on site. Usually 

attended by 300-400 vehicles. £3 Parking charge for non-exhibiting 

vehicles. If anyone is available to help with the event please let us 

know or turn up and volunteer. 
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New Years Day Road Run 2018 

Keith Reynolds 

The News Year’s Day road run, which takes place at Junction 

24 near Bridgewater, is a force unto itself: it is an event that the 

club does not advertise, other than on our website and social 

media, yet over 300 exhibits and over a 1000 spectators turn 

out in a car park on a damp New Year’s Day morning. 

As a club member it is always great fun as it is a chance to 

catch up with friends, so if you fancy meeting up with a few 

people come on down and give us a hand next year. I 

guarantee a cold damp morning with friends and banter by the 

bucket load. 

I think the thing that attracts so many exhibitors is the relaxed 

nature- no forms, no passes, no numbers - you can just turn up 

and meet up with a group of like minded individuals. 

There is also a very relaxed attitude to what you can bring to the 

event, with no age limits: this results in a massive range from 

supercars, early tractors to a Mondeo and I say why not? If you 

find a vehicle interesting then that is your classic. 
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I was really multi tasking at this event putting up the club stand 

and looking after my two boys. (who are 1 and 3) So thank you 

very kindly to Bob Mcletchie (BM) and Andrew Melrose (AM) for 

providing me with a selection of photos from the day. 

The other interesting part of a small event like this is how the 

sociable nature of the event carries on after the show, with over 

400 photos being posted on the club Facebook page within 

24hrs of the event. Exhibitors were asking for photos: David 

Newbury put a post on Facebook asking “did anyone get a 

photo of the black Morris traveller ?” Within an hour Bob 

Mcletchie had it uploaded it. David could then send the image 

to his grandfather who had originally owned the car and was 

unable to attend. This is when social media is an excellent 

platform. 

In best New Years day style it got wetter and wetter as the day 

went on, as you will se in the final selection of vehicles leaving, 

the rain had really come in. 

The quality of the commercials at this years roadrun was 

exceptional with some really big bits of kit: I always have a 

huge amount of respect for someone who restores and runs 

something so large as it must take such a huge amount of work  

and space to look after it. 

So in summary, as one of the rally organisers, I feel I have to 

learn from these small events as they really highlight what both 

exhibitors and spectators want. The fact that people can bring 

anything that is a classic to them adds to the whole relaxed 

atmosphere and, if nothing else, sparks a conversation - which 

is the real reason we have come out - to look at a few vehicles 

and chat with friends. 
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Rally Report 

Keith Reynolds 

The first brilliant thing about this years show was the weather 
but, as we said at the committee meetings, it would definitely 
be hot this year as we had spent extra money extending the 
beer tent in case it rained in the evening. Note to all rally 
organisers - the more money you spend on wet weather plans 
the better the weather will be!  

As I have many other jobs to do at the show I chickened out of 
trying to take pictures as well, so a massive thank you to Paul 
Fisher and Bob Mcletchie who took all the pictures you see in 
this article. 

The Friday night steam party had a great atmosphere with 4 
engines generating and a host of other engines and cars 
around the tent. There was lots of chatting about engines and 
lots of local cider with some good music - what more could you 
want?!  
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An amazing display was 

given in the ring by the 

Wimborne St Giles horse 

drawn fire engine. A 

straw bale was set on fire 

in the centre of the 

arena, music boomed 

through the speakers 

and the horses entered 

at a gallop. The fire was 

quickly stemmed with the 

amazing power of the fire 

pump. When we spoke to 

the Dorset and Somerset 

fire service that visited, 

they were very surprised 

that the 100 year old 

engine had more water 

power than their modern 

appliance even though it was only 2 horse power. 
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We always get a brilliant turn out of tractors at the show and 

even with making the entry requirements a lot stricter this year, 

we still had over 180 entries. Our ring team decided to change 

things around a bit, bringing the tractors in, in groups by 

manufacturer - this really highlighted to the viewer how each 

manufacturer developed over the years. (Mike Mitchell seen in 

the pic put on an excellent display with ten different tractors 

covering 40 years of ford production.)  

This new idea for the arena of running the tractors in by 

manufacturer had taken a lot of planning by Mathew our tractor 

steward and Andy Melrose had agreed to help him. But the 

best laid plans don’t always come off. Let me set the scene: it 

is Saturday morning before the first tractor parade, Mathew 

and Andy are having a final chat about how to organise this. 

Meanwhile Richard Phillips, a show director no less, thought 

ring looks a bit quiet shall we go for a quick spin in that new 

little David Brown, so off they go. At this point all the other 

tractors think this is the start of their parade and follow on in 

the standard procession with no organisation. Oh well we will 

try again tomorrow and it did work very well.  
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This Rolls Royce really caught my eye - I had certainly never 

seen a Rolls pickup before. When speaking to the owner he 

explained it was modified during WW2 rationing when only 

vehicles undertaking commercial work were permitted fuel. 

Things like this are excellent as they explain a point in history 

and demonstrate the adapt and overcome attitude that is still 

common in our hobby today.  

As well as bringing his engine Royal Chester Mike White also 

bought along his Packard car, still in its original paint, showing 

a beautiful level of patina.  
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We never get that many miniatures at our show but numbers 

are steadily on the rise and they put on a very nice display this 

year - we hope to build on this each year as a ring parade of 

steam without a row of miniatures just does not look right.  My 

brother in-law was all over the site with “Albert” there newly 

purchased 6 inch Burrell agricultural. Due to our many other 

commitments on site new crew was recruited in the form of 

Mary Fords Grandson Cameron, think he was in training for 

steering the Duke of Kent in a few years time.  
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2018 for us was an Edwardian special. The club was recently 

given a collection of early 20th century pictures, all taken within 

a few miles of the rally site. The photos were given to the club 

by the High Ham parish community project. These pictures 

were put up all over the site, and a few of them were recreated 

throughout the show giving the public a real glimpse of the 

past. I would really like to thank all those involved in these 

pictures as a lot of effort went into them - tents were even 

taken down and vehicles moved, all so that the backdrop was 

correct. We recreated a couple of the pics this year but we 

would like to do more in future years so if you have any old 

local photos with working machinery please let us know. A few 

people have since said to me they didn’t see all the pictures so 

I have included all the original 

pics in this article. 

A massive thank you to all those 

involved - it was good to see this 

year that a few “added extras” 

like horses galloping to music in 

the ring and a few waistcoats 

and silly hats can really put 

smiles on peoples faces.  

See you next year 

Keith Reynolds 
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“Cider making at Nenmead Farm, High Ham” 
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 “Ploughing with Horses, Old Manor Farm, Low Ham” “Courtesy 

of land owners private collection” 
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New Pic: Royal Chester with owner Mike White at the helm driving the 

Heard’s 1903 foden threshing machine. 

Old Pic: John Cooksley’s steam threshing machine, Bridge Farm, Henley, 

near Low Ham c. 1914-20.  
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Road repairs with steam roller at junction of main road to High 

Ham c.1914  
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Jim Huntley on his Aveling and Porter road roller. This was Jim’s 

first time at the show and it was great to see him getting involved 

with pocket watch and pipe in hand.  
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Road Run 
Stuart Cook 

As with the weekend to follow, the Friday Road Run was 

blessed with dry and sunny weather. This year participants 

were taken to the Brown & Forrest Smokery in Hambridge. The 

Road Run was well attended by classic tractors, cars and 

steam engines – both miniature and full size. The route would 

take the vehicles from the show field, into Huish Episcopi and 

Langport. Shops and businesses had been forewarned of the 

cavalcade and warmly received the vehicles as they passed 

through, with many coming out onto the pavements to wave. 

With Burrell Showman’s Road Loco ‘Princess Mary’ leading the 

steam engines, the distinctive Showmans engine whistle turned 

a lot of heads. Following the tight squeeze through the historic 

market town, drivers were able to pick up some speed to head 

to Curry Rivel at which point lead engine, Princess Mary, 

decided to go off-piste and take on the short hill in Curry Rivel, 

rather than the left-turn towards Hambridge. Some whistles and 

arm gesturing from the crew on the Tasker steam tractor let the 

Princess Mary crew know that they had gone the wrong way 

and were to re-join the Road Run at The Smokery later on after 

taking in its own scenic tour of the area. When at The Smokery 

the proprietor, Jess, led tours of the Smokery kitchens and talks 

on the hot and cold smoking processes they use, with many 

smells to rival a gathering of steam engines. Drivers were then 

able to refuel on a lunch menu before heading back onto the 

road under the blazing sunshine, with many taking the 

opportunity to make the most of the fine weather and take in 

some other local spots before heading back to the show field. 
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School Visit 

Stuart Cook 

Whilst many exhibitors were 
participating on the Road Run 
on the Friday Road Run, 
Richard Phillips took Fowler 
ploughing engine ‘Margaret’, 
owned by STEC chairman 
Andrew Melrose, to the local primary school in High Ham. The 
school pupils were treated to the surprise on the last day of 
school before the summer holidays. The visit also coincided 
with the STEC donation to the school to purchase tools and 
equipment for the new garden at the school. The Somerset 
Steam and Country Show has been held in the High Ham 
parish at Low Ham for 40 years, under its various names. Many 
parents of the pupils at the school and in the local villages will 
have been to the event when they were pupils at the school too. 
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Edwardian Pageant 
Along with the tremendous photos that were 
taken, the show also took the opportunity to 
pick out some exhibits from across the 
sections that would feature in an Edwardian 
Pageant in the ring. This gave all an 
opportunity to see a different side to these 
exhibits and the role they played in 
everyday life over 100 years ago. Steam 
engines were joined in the ring by Paul 
Turner’s superb Chevrolet (and of course, 
Paul was appropriately dressed in costume 
of the era to add to the scene). Richard 
Newman also took his 1905 Aveling and 
Porter 12-ton Roller into the ring, but with 
the extra addition of his living van as well. 
Again, this was not to just tell the story of 
the steam engine itself, but the people and 
life behind (quite literally in this case)  these 
engines and vehicles. We thank those 
exhibitors throughout the event that went 
that extra mile and made special efforts this year to embrace 
the Edwardian theme, both with their exhibits and costumes 

that added to the 
display. The 
sheer number of 
photos taken 
across the 
weekend show 
what a success it 
was with people 
wanting to 
capture these 
scenes from the 
past. 
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Blessing the Plough 

Stuart Cook 

Every year we are very lucky to have one of the oldest 

ploughing engines remaining at our event. The show field is 

surrounded by farmland that engines like Margaret would have 

graced in the past. Whilst enjoying the preservation of these 

engines, it is important to remember and reflect on the critical 

role they would have played in their working life; to literally put 

food on the table. Whilst our event and ploughing 

demonstration is in the height of summer, the ploughing 

engines would have actually been doing their part at the very 

start of the farming year preparing the fields. The farming 

calendar is very intertwined with the church in rural 

communities, with Harvest Festival being the celebration of the 

culmination of that growing season. With greater uncertainty of 

crop yields, farmers would look ‘upwards’ for some extra help 

each year and each January their plough would be blessed at 

Plough Sunday.  
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Our local parish priest, Rev. Jess Pitman, is very aware of the 
rural and farming history of the area and still holds a Plough 
Sunday in January every year. We took the opportunity to 
conduct our own service at the show this year. There was also 
added bonus to this as one of the ploughs that would be 
blessed was the Fowler Anti-Balance Plough which was 
celebrating its 100th birthday and its first outing at an event. 
Whilst Jess led the service she had a team of ‘little’ helpers 
that helped bless the ploughs and danced to an accordion and 
banjo accompaniment of ‘The Curly Headed Plough Boy’.     
We thank: 

Rev. Jess Pitman, Vic Boulton and Sarah Cook for their help 
in arranging this activity. 

Ray, Liberty and Kev for the musical accompaniment. 

The Burnham and Highbridge band for their superb rendition 
of ‘We Plough the Fields and Scatter’ to close the service. 

Andrew Semple and Andrew Melrose for narration during the 
service. 

The exhibitors who brought their ploughs to participate in the 
activity. 
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Waggon at 
Dorset 
Keith Reynolds 

 

The 2018 Great Dorset 
Steam Fair was a historic 
event: with it being the 50th anniversary of the show it was 
decided we would take along my wife’s family Sentinel S4 
Steam Waggon 9032. 

It does not attend Dorset that often, as to be honest, Dorset 
with a waggon is a pain in the arse. But as it went to the first 
one 50 years ago we decided it had to go. 

On the weekend before Dorset we were all ready to go: the 
waggon was lit and the motorhomes were packed, but as we 
got up to pressure the tell tale wisping noise of a leaking 
superheater could be heard. 

For all those that have ever tried repairing superheater, it  is a 
non starter, as soon as you patch one hole another will emerge.  

Luckily, the other half of the family are the worlds experts in 
Superheater manufacture and one was on the shelf about to be 
delivered to Les Searle. A quick phone call to Les to check he 
did not need it for a few weeks and we were all system go. 

I have undertaken big jobs in a rush like this but never with 
Vince Goold at the helm. Everytime I began to struggle with a 
nut the special custom spanner was produced. Every lifting jig 
was readily to hand and the whole Job went like a dream and 
with the fire being re-lit within 5 hours of hearing the 
superheater whistle. 

We then had a brilliant run down covering the 40 mile trip in 1 
hour 46 mins  which includes stopping for water, which is some 
top time even for us. 
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What ensued was a brilliant week at Dorset: it was one of those 

things where you had to be there. 

Just to add the iceing on the cake, we won best waggon cup, so 

a top effort all round by team Goold Reynolds Wickens. You will 

notice we did not receive the cup at the presentation as our 

illustrious waggon steward Bob Garnett had Forgotten to pick it 

up.  
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Royal Bath and West 2018 

Keith Reynolds 

After attending the last few years 

as a member of Joe Public we 

were most excited to receive an 

invite to Bath and West.  

The steam section under the 

guiding hand of Karl Burden has 

expanded again this year, so we 

took along our Sentinel S4 steam 

waggon 9032.  I have never 

attended a show before where 

steam is just a part of it and not the main attraction, this gave 

the  show a very different feeling. With over 3000 animals on 

site it certainly made for an interesting walk round especially if 

you are 3 years old. 

2018 saw the organisers making a real effort for all tractors to 

be fitted with an implement and they managed over 60 

implements for the 68 vintage tractors entered. I think this 

looked really good and something we should think about at our 

show. 
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Our club president Nick baker 

was in attendance with his 

Burrell Road Loco Duke of Kent 

so with a nice group of friends 

and a nice group of engines we 

were all set. 

The miniature railway was also 

running throughout the show so 

a full team trip was carried out 

Burrell Showmans Princess Mary 

is the 2018 star of the Somerset 

and Dorset rally scene. This is 

her first season back out after 

being laid up for a number of 

years. The Burden family are 

exhibiting at over 15 events this 

season and she was looking on 

fine form towing Colin Wait’s 

1897 showmans living van. 

Colin’s living van is restored to an 

amazingly high standard inside 

and out, with no modern day additions. 
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I decided to take a picture from 

the top of the big wheel (same 

one as at Dorset) but it was 

decided I should take the three 

toddlers on with me. This lead to 

some real multitasking trying to 

take pictures whilst my youngest 

was having a dam good go at 

opening the door!. 

 

A massive thankyou to Karl burden and the rest of the team for 

effectively creating a mini steam rally inside a massive show. 
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STEC Christmas Meal 

Monday 18th 

December 

7.30 for 8 

The Poachers 

Pocket 

Chelynch,  

Shepton Mallet,  

Somerset  

BA4 4PY   

 

Please contact Club secretary  

Margaret Goold by the 4th December  

if you would like to attend. Detail on inside rear 

cover of newsletter. 

Don’t forget your party poppers! 
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Autumn Trip 
Steam Day –  

Hallow’een at the Mill 

Sunday 28th October 

As is the club tradition we 

will be having a trip out 

on the Sunday after 

the AGM. 

We will meet up 

outside at 1100 

Coldharbour Mill, 

Uffculme, Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3EE.  
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Spring Trip  
 

 

 

 

On the 7th April the club went on its annual spring trip: this year 
we took a trip down to Bodmin. As we all got on the coach at 
Kevins yard there was a really good mix from the club of young 
and old. And the coach was nicely full without being over 
crowded. What ensued was a great day out with most of the 
group travelling in the same carriage for most of the day. A 
short walk and some light refreshment was  very welcome at 
lunchtime, followed by a trip back down the line. Then Andrew 
Melrose had sorted a back stage tour around the workshops. 

A brilliant day was had by all, the guard even let my lad Toby 
wear the hat and wave the flag. 

Doing something like this with a 
large group of likeminded friends 
really does improve a day out! 
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STEC AGM 
Notice is hereby given that the 

Somerset Traction Engine Club 

Annual General Meeting will be 

held on Saturday 27st October  

at 19.30 at the Old Pound Inn, 

Aller, Langport, TA10 0RA. 

Articles for inclusion should be sent to the 
Club secretary by 7/10/18. 

Contact details 
inside rear cover. 

A buffet will follow 
the meeting and 
the membership 
sec will be 
available for 
renewals 
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Club Contacts 
Secretary:  

Margaret Goold 

12 Whitebrook Lane,  

Camerton,  

Bath.  

BA2 0PN 

Tel: 01761 470867. 

Email: contact@ 

somersettractionengineclub.com 

Editor 

Membership   

Secretary 

Keith Reynolds 

Virginia cottage,  

Upper Vobster,  

Radstock,  

Somerset.  

BA3 5SA 

Tel: 07739120853. 

Email: ewaota@hotmail.co.uk 

Twitter @CountrySteam 
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